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ORIGINAL STUDY
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Herringbone-grooved Hydrodynamic Thrust Bearings
Considering Misalignment
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a Department of Mechanical Design, Faculty of Engineering, Mataria, Helwan University, Egypt
b Centre for Applied Dynamics Research, School of Engineering, University of Aberdeen, Aberdeen, UK
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Abstract

Background: A herringbone-grooved hydrodynamic thrust bearing is a specialized type of bearing designed to support
axial loads in rotating machinery. It is commonly used in turbines, compressors, and pumps. It uses a hydrodynamic
lubrication mechanism to reduce friction and wear between the rotating and stationary parts.
Methods: In this paper, a second-order dynamic analysis for the herringbone-grooved thrust bearing based on the finite

perturbation approach is performed. The Reynolds equation, expressed in polar coordinates, was differentiated to
analyze small perturbations from the equilibrium state. This process yielded the first-order equation and then the
second-order equation describing these perturbations. The Reynolds equation and its perturbed equations were solved
using the finite difference approach and the over-relation method to get the static and dynamic parameters of the thrust
bearing. A three degree of freedom model was used in this study to get the bearing dynamic coefficients (linear in z,
rotation in x and y).
Results: This study investigates the effect of different operating conditions on bearing coefficients, such as the

misalignment angle and the rotation speed. The results are verified with the previous literature, and perturbation
analysis with three different methods is conducted to calculate the bearing force and moments for model validation and
the effect of misalignment angle and rotational speed on dynamic coefficients. The results showed that, when the rotor is
aligned, the max pressure is 9.29 bar and when the rotor tilted by 0.24£ 10¡3 rad, the max pressure increases to 69.44 bar.
This indicates that with increasing the misalignment angle the pressure increases causing an increase in the load-car-
rying capacity and bearing coefficients.
Conclusion: This research demonstrates that using the finite perturbation method to evaluate the first-order and second-

order bearing coefficients of a herringbone-grooved thrust bearing can enhance the accuracy of the thrust bearing model.
The study also underscores the substantial impact of misalignment and rotational speed on the dynamic coefficients of
the thrust bearing. The findings presented in this work offer valuable data that can be leveraged as input for rotor
dynamics analyses in high-speed rotating equipment.

Keywords: Dynamic coefficients, Finite difference method, Herringbone thrust bearing, Perturbation analysis, Second-
order analysis

1. Introduction

H erringbone-grooved thrust bearings are
crucial components in various applications

like high-speed transmissions and rotor systems.

Research has focused on optimizing these bearings
for enhanced load capacity, stability, and perfor-
mance (Ran et al., 2022; Schlums et al., 2022; Wang
et al., 2022; Wang & Lin, 2022; Yu et al., 2021).
Research studies have investigated various factors,
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including groove parameters, misalignment effects,
and lubrication mechanisms, to enhance the design
and functionality of bearings. Computational fluid
dynamics models have been utilized to analyze
pressure distributions, temperature effects, and flow
regimes within these bearings, offering insights into
their microhydrodynamic behavior. Investigations
have explored the impact of different groove con-
figurations on load capacity, temperature variations,
and eccentricity ratios, providing valuable guidelines
for designing efficient herringbone-grooved thrust
bearings suitable for diverse operating conditions.

1.1. Analysis of herringbone-grooved thrust bearing
performance

Analyzing the performance of herringbone-
grooved thrust bearings involves a comprehensive
evaluation of various factors affecting their func-
tionality and efficiency such as load capacity, friction
characteristics, lubrication effectiveness, and
comparative analysis. By conducting a thorough
analysis of these factors and potentially others spe-
cific to the herringbone-grooved thrust bearings,
engineers can gain valuable insights into the bear-
ing's performance characteristics and make informed
decisions to improve its efficiency and reliability in
various applications. Numerous researchers have
put forth various approaches to study the perfor-
mance parameters of the herringbone-grooved
thrust bearing under different geometrical and

Table 1. Pervious literature aims and important findings related to the performance analysis of grooved thrust bearings.

References Research aim Important findings

Lehn and Schweizer (2016) Solve generalized Reynolds equation for double-
sided spiral groove thrust bearing. Validate with
CFD calculations

One-sided SGB outperforms double-sided SGB.
Double-sided SGB has a 12% lower load capacity.
42% difference in minimal friction coefficient

Xiang et al. (2019) Examine the lubrication effectiveness of micro-
grooved journal bearings. Analyze different
groove distributions: straight, spiral, herringbone

Herringbone groove has the highest load capac-
ity. Spiral groove shows the least load capacity
and variability

Luan et al. (2023) Study herringbone groove geometry and inlet
taper height on gas foil HGBT

Herringbone bearing groove parameters identi-
fied. Enhanced performance of gas foil thrust
bearings suggested

Hu and Meng (2019);
Zhou et al. (2023)

Analyze the tribological behavior of SGBs with a
mixed lubrication model. Evaluate performance
under varying conditions

Groove width ratio >0.2 raises friction and contact
load. Optimal spiral angle recommended at 400 to
reduce friction

Agrawal and Sharma (2023) Analyze the efficiency of microgrooved hybrid
spherical thrust bearing. Consider non-Newto-
nian lubricant properties

Microgrooves improve hybrid bearing efficiency.
Performance influenced by microgroove
geometry

Tang et al. (2022) Analyze lubrication in journal-thrust coupled
microgroove bearings. Compare five microgroove
shapes

Left triangle microgroove shape offers the best
performance. Ideal thrust bearing pad inclination
angle: 0.010

Dai et al. (2022) Develop dynamic model to study time-varying
mixed lubrication in bearings

Optimal microgroove shape depends on depth.
The influence of the coupling hydrodynamic on
the time-varying mixed lubrication is strength-
ened with increasing microgroove depth

CFD, computational fluid dynamics; SGB, spiral grooved bearing.

Nomenclature

C nominal film thickness (m)
Chz first-order damping coefficient z;h ¼ z;qx;qy; z$;q$x;

q$y
Chzg second-order damping coefficient z;h;g ¼ z; qx; qy;

z$; q$x; q
$
y

Fz axial force (N)
hg groove depth (m)
Khz first-order stiffness coefficients z; h ¼ z; qx; qy
Khzg second-order stiffness coefficients z;h;g ¼ z; qx; qy
Mx, My bearing moments (Nm)
n rotating speed (rpm)
p fluid film pressure (N/m2)
r radial coordinate
r1 bearing inner radius (m)
r2 bearing outer radius (m)
t time (s)
vq shaft mean speed (m/s); ðr1 =2 þ r2 =2Þ*u
x, y, z Cartesian coordinates
Dz axial displacement (m)
Dz$ axial velocity (m/s)
q circumferential coordinate
qx0 ; qy0 misalignment angle in x and y directions (rad)
Dqx;Dqy angular displacement in x and y directions (rad/s)
Dq$x;Dq

$
y angular velocity in x and y directions (rad/s2)

m viscosity (N.s/m2)
u Angular velocity (rad/s)

Subscripts
0 Nonlinear

Superscripts
f first order
s second order
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operating conditions due to its importance in the
dynamic analysis of rotor-bearing systems. Table 1
summarizes the research aims and the most impor-
tant findings of some previous literature that focused
on studying the performance of grooved thrust
bearings.

1.2. Calculations of bearing dynamic coefficients

Calculating hydrodynamic bearing dynamic co-
efficients is a critical step in ensuring the reliable
and efficient operation of rotating machinery. Ac-
curate prediction of system behavior, design opti-
mization, and fault diagnosis all rely on this
information. Many researchers have studied the
dynamic characteristics of thrust bearings and
analyzed the damping and stiffness coefficients at
different operating conditions and shapes of thrust
bearings. Table 2 shows some of the previous
studies that studied the dynamic coefficients of

thrust bearings, and the most important results
obtained.
There is a lack of knowledge in dealing with the

herringbone-grooved thrust bearing in calculating
the dynamic coefficients and the effect of the various
operating factors on those parameters, affecting the
dynamic performance of the rotor-bearing system.
As a result, in the present research, a higher order
analysis was used to determine the dynamic co-
efficients of a herringbone thrust bearing up to the
second order with three degrees of freedom model
considering the misalignment effect, which is the
novel aspect of this work. The researchers built
upon a solution method from a previous reference
(Jang & Kim, 1999), extending it by incorporating the
infinitesimal perturbation technique alongside the
finite difference method for pressure integration. By
introducing small perturbation values, the bearing
coefficients for small displacements (Dz;Dqx;DqyÞ
and velocities (Dz$;Dq$x;Dq

$
yÞ relative to the shaft's

Table 2. Previous studies on bearing dynamic coefficients.

References Research aim Important findings

Yu et al. (2017) Investigate static and dynamic characteristics of
herringbone-grooved air thrust bearings. Use
finite difference and finite volume methods to
solve the Reynolds equation

Herringbone-grooved thrust bearings support
greater loads than hydrostatic ones. Increased air
consumption at high compressibility numbers.
Stability issues at high rotational speeds; deeper
grooves improve stability

Elsayed et al. (2023) Determine dynamic coefficients of a 3-DOFmodel
for inclined pad thrust bearings. Use infinitesimal
perturbation approach and finite difference
method

Operating conditions such as misalignment angle,
rotational speed, and fluid film thickness affect
bearing coefficients

Xiang and Han (2020),
Xiang et al. (2020, 2021a,
2021b)

Study the effect of misalignment and tiny axial
vibrations on misaligned journal-thrust micro-
groove-coupled bearings under water lubrication

Coupled bearing enhances lubrication perfor-
mance of both journal and thrust bearings. Axial
microvibrations cause periodic load capacity
fluctuations

Lin et al. (2020, 2022),
Zhang et al. (2020)

Simulate lubrication of high-speed thrust bear-
ings with spiral grooves under water, considering
liquid and gas flow and tiny air bubbles

Cavitation effect increases direct stiffness co-
efficients. Cross-stiffness and damping co-
efficients are minimally affected by cavitation

Sahu et al. (2006) Determine steady-state and stability properties of
herringbone-grooved journal bearings, consid-
ering thermal effects. Calculate oil film stiffness
and damping coefficients using the first-order
perturbation technique

Herringbone-grooved journal bearings are more
stable with lower end leakage. They have greater
load-carrying capacity compared with plain jour-
nal bearings

Jang and Lee (2006), Jang
et al. (2005), Jang and
Yoon (2003)

Calculate stiffness and damping coefficients of a
coupled journal and thrust bearing in a rotor
system using the 5-DOF model. Employ the finite
element method

Mathematical perturbation method is more
computationally efficient and stable than physical
perturbation

Oh and Rhim (2001) Analyze the bearing system combining herring-
bone-grooved journal bearing and spiral-grooved
thrust bearing using the 3-DOF model. Use the
perturbation method to determine dynamic
coefficients

Identified unstable system state based on geo-
metric parameters. Suggested adjustments to pa-
rameters to prevent instability

El-Sayed and Sayed
(2022), Sayed and El-
Sayed (2022a, 2022b),
Ahmed et al. (2023), El-
Sayed et al. (2023),
Sayed et al. (2023),
Ahmed et al. (2024)

Calculate nonlinear bearing coefficients for jour-
nal bearings using the Taylor expansion method
and finite perturbation. Investigate second-order
and third-order bearing coefficients under
various conditions

Third-order coefficients from Taylor's expansion
are useful in rotor-bearing dynamics. Analysis
accuracy is low when the journal close to the limit
circle; however; multidimensional fitting can
overcome this limitation

DOF, degree of freedom.
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equilibrium position are evaluated. The investiga-
tion also explored the impact of shaft misalignment
and rotational speed on dynamic coefficients of the
bearing.

2. Theoretical analysis

In this section, the governing equations that
describe the pressure distribution and fluid film
thickness in the system are introduced. To compute
the pressure distribution and evaluate the load-
carrying capacity, the finite difference method is
used. By solving the equations on this discretized
grid, the pressure distribution is computed, and
subsequently, the load-carrying capacity of the sys-
tem is evaluated. The infinitesimal perturbation
approach is used to derive the first-order and sec-
ond-order perturbed pressure equations, enabling
the calculation of dynamic coefficients. The Rey-
nolds equation is solved under several assumptions,
including Newtonian fluid behavior, laminar flow,
incompressible fluid, negligible inertia forces,
negligible body forces, and thin film geometry. The
structure parameters of the herringbone-grooved
thrust bearing are shown in Fig. 1. The Reynolds
equation that governs the pressure distribution for
herringbone-grooved thrust bearing in a cylindrical
coordinate can be written as follows:

v

rvr

�
rh3

12m
vp
vr

�
þ1
r
v

vq

�
h3

12m
vp
rvq

�
¼vq

r
vh
vq

þ vh
vt

ð1Þ

where p is the film pressure, h is the film thickness,
r, q are the radial and tangential coordinates, and m,
u, t are the viscosity, angular velocity, and time,
respectively. The static fluid film thickness can be
shown as follows:

hstatic¼
�

C land area
Cþ hg groove area

ð2Þ

where C is the distance between the runner and the
bearing pad and hg is the groove depth as shown in
Fig. 1.

h¼h0 � rDqxsinqþ rDqycosqþDz ð3Þ

A slight change in the runner's position (including
a small movement sideways, Dz, and small tilts, Dqx
and Dqy) and a slight change in its speed (including
a small sideways movement, D _z, and small tilts, Dq$x
and Dq$y) disrupts its steady state. As shown in Fig. 2,
this disruption affects the fluid film thickness be-
tween the bearing and the thrust collar, as described
in the following equation:
The equilibrium position film thickness ho is given

by

ho¼hstatic � rqx0 sinqþ rqy0 cosq ð4Þ

Taking the derivative of Equation (3) yields the
following expression:

vh
vt

¼ � rD _qx sin qþ rD _qy cos qþD _z ð5Þ

Fig. 1. Geometry and nomenclature of the herringbone-grooved thrust bearing.

Fig. 2. Applied perturbations to the 3-DOF rotor-bearing model showing
angular and axial perturbation. DOF, degree of freedom.
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A small disturbance in the fluid film leads to a
corresponding change in pressure distribution. This
perturbed pressure can be described by the
following equation:

p¼po þ
X
z

pzDzþ
X
_z

p _zD
_z ð6Þ

where z ¼ z; qx; qyand _z ¼ _z; _qx; _qy
Substituting Equations (3, 5, and 6) into the Rey-

nolds equation (1) yields a system of six new
equations, referred to as the “perturbed equations.”
These perturbed equations enable the calculation of
the thrust bearing's damping and stiffness co-
efficients at the first-order approximation. The
following equations illustrate the process of
extracting these coefficients from the perturbed
system:�
3h2hz

12mr
þ6hhzhr

12m
þ3h2hrz

12m

�
pr þ

�
h3

12mr
þ3h2hr

12m

�
prz

þ
�
3h2hz

12m

�
prr þ

�
h3

12m

�
prrzþ

�
6hhzhq

12mr2
þ3h2hqz

12mr2

�
pq

þ
�
3h2hq

12mr2

�
pqzþ

�
3h2hz

12mr2

�
pqqþ

�
h3

12mr2

�
pqqz¼vq

r
hqz

ð7Þ
and�

h3

12mr
þ3h2hr

12m

�
pr _hþ

�
h3

12mr

�
prr _hþ

�
3h2hq

12mr2

�
pq _h

þ
�

h3

12mr2

�
pqq _h¼hh

ð8Þ

where z ¼ z; qx; qy and _h ¼ _z; _qx; _qy

pr ¼vp
vr
;prr ¼ v2p

vr2
;pq ¼ vp

vq
;pqq ¼ v2p

vq2
;hr ¼ vh

vr
¼�qx sin qþ qy cos q

hq ¼ vh
vq
¼ �rqx0 cos q� rqy0 sin q; for both land

area and grooved areas.

2.1. Load-carrying capacity and dynamic
coefficient calculations

To ascertain the forces exerted on the bearing,
including the load-carrying capacity, reaction forces,
and moments, the finite difference method is used
to solve the Reynolds equation and its perturbed

equations (Equations 1, 7, and 8). In this method, p0
is calculated using Equation (1) at a zero rate of
change in film thickness (denoted by vh/vt ¼ 0):

Fo¼
8<
:

Fz0
Mx0

My0

9=
;¼∬ r;q

8<
:

�po
por sin q

�por cos q

9=
;rdrdq ð9Þ

The bearing force and moment can be calculated
as follows:

8>><
>>:

Ff
z

Mf
x

Mf
y

9>>=
>>;¼∬ r;q

(
poþ

X
z

pzDzþ
X

_z
p _zD

_z

)

�
8<
:

�1
r sin q

�r cos q

9=
;rdrdq¼FoþKhz

8<
:

Dz
Dqx
Dqy

9=
;þChz

8<
:

D _z
D _qx
D _qy

9=
;

ð10Þ
F represents the bearing's load-carrying capacity.

Khz and Chz represent the bearing's stiffness and
damping coefficients, respectively, in first order.
These terms can be expressed mathematically as
follows:

Khz¼

2
64

Kzz Kzqx Kzqy

Kqxz Kqxqx Kqxqy

Kqyz Kqyqx Kqyqy

3
75¼∬ r;q

8><
>:

�1
r sin q

�r cos q

9>=
>;

�
n
pz pqx pqy

o
rdrdq

ð11Þ

Chz¼

2
64

Czz Czqx Czqy

Cqxz Cqxqx Cqxqy

Cqyz Cqyqx Cqyqy

3
75¼∬ r;q

8><
>:

�1
r sin q

�r cos q

9>=
>;

�
n
pz: pq:x pq:y

o
rdrdq

ð12Þ

For which Kzz ¼ vFz=vz, Kzqx ¼ vFz=vqx, Kzqy ¼
vFz=vqy, Kqxz ¼ vMx=vz, … and so on. And Czz ¼
vFz=vz:, Czqx ¼ vFz=vq:x, Czqy ¼ vFz=vq:y, Cqxz ¼
vMx=vz:, and so on.
To obtain the second-order dynamic behavior of

the system, the perturbed pressure equations ob-
tained from Equations (7 and 8) are differentiated
with respect to these variables: (z, qx, qy, _z, _qx, _qy).
This differentiation process yields the following
second-order perturbed equations:
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�
6hhzhg

12mr
þ6hzhghr þ 6hhzhrg þ 6hhghrz

12m

�
pr

þ
�
3h2hz

12mr
þ6hhzhr þ 3h2hrz

12m

�
prg

þ
�
3h2hg

12mr
þ6hhghr þ 3h2hrg

12m

�
prz

þ
�

h3

12mr
þ3h2hr

12m

�
przgþ

�
6hhzhg

12m

�
prr þ

�
3h2hz

12m

�
prrg

þ
�
3h2hg

12m

�
prrzþ

�
h3

12mr

�
prrzg

þ
�
6hzhghq þ 6hhzhqg þ 6hhghqz

12mr2

�
pq

þ
�
6hhzhq þ 3h2hqz

12mr2

�
pqgþ

�
6hhghq þ 3h2hqg

12mr2

�
pqz

þ
�
3h2hq

12mr2

�
pqzgþ

�
6hhzhg

12mr2

�
pqqþ

�
3h2hz

12mr2

�
pqqg

þ
�
3h2hg

12mr2

�
pqqzþ

�
h3

12mr2

�
pqqzg¼0

ð13Þ

and�
3h2hz

12mr
þ6hhzhr

12m
þ3h2hrz

12m

�
pr _gþ

�
h3

12mr
þ3h2hr

12m

�
prz _g

þ
�
3h2hz

12m

�
prr _gþ

�
h3

12m

�
prrz _gþ

�
6hhzhq

12mr2
þ3h2hqz

12mr2

�
pq _g

þ
�
3h2hq

12mr2

�
pqz _gþ

�
3h2hz

12mr2

�
pqqg: þ

�
h3

12mr2

�
pqqz _g¼0

ð14Þ

where

z;g¼ z;qx;qy; _g¼ _z; _qx; _qy;hzg ¼ 0

The second-order dynamic coefficients are deter-
mined by solving the previously mentioned Equa-
tions (13 and 14) using the finite difference

method. The process is illustrated in the following
equations:8>><
>>:

Fs
z

Ms
x

Ms
y

9>>=
>>;¼∬ r;q

(
poþ

X
z

pzDzþ
X
_z

p _zD
_z

þ1
2

X
zh
pzhDzDhþ

X
zh$
pzh$DzDh$

)

�
8<
:

�1
r sin q

�r cos q

9=
;rdrdq¼FoþKhz

8<
:

Dz
Dqx
Dqy

9=
;þChz

8<
:

D _z
D _qx
D _qy

9=
;

þKhzg

8>>>>>>>>>>>><
>>>>>>>>>>>>:

0:5Dz2

0:5Dq2x
0:5Dq2y
DzDqx
DzDqy
DqxDqy

9>>>>>>>>>>>>=
>>>>>>>>>>>>;

þChzg

8>>>>>>>>>>>><
>>>>>>>>>>>>:

DzD _z

DzD _qx

DzD _qy

DqxD _z

DqxD _qx

DqxD _qy

DqyD _z

DqyD _qx

DqyD _qy

9>>>>>>>>=
>>>>>>>>;

ð15Þ

Khzg and Chzg represent the second-order stiffness
and damping matrices, and these matrices can be
given as follows:

Khzg¼

2
64
Kzzz Kzzqx Kzzqy

Kqxzz Kqxzqx Kqxzqy

Kqyzz Kqxzqy Kqyzqy

Kzqxqx Kzqxqy Kzqyqy

Kqxqxqx Kqxqxqy Kqxqyqy

Kqyqxqx Kqyqxqy Kqyqyqy

3
75

¼∬
r;q

8><
>:

�1
r sin q

�r cos q

9>=
>;
n
pzz pzqx pzqy pqxqx pqxqy pqyqy

o
rdrdq

ð16Þ

Chzg¼

2
64
Czzz Czzqx Czzqy

Cqxzz Cqxzqx Cqxzqy

Cqyzz Cqyzqx Cqyzqy

Czqxz Czqxqx Czqxqy

Cqxqxz Cqxqxqx Cqxqxqy

Cqyqxz Cqyqxqx Cqyqxqy

Czqyz Czqyqx Czqyqy

Cqxqyz Cqxqyqx Cqxqyqy

Cqyqyz Cqyqyqx Cqyqyqy

3
75¼∬

r;q

8><
>:

�1
r sin q

�r cos q

9>=
>;

�
n
pzz: pz _qx pz _qy pqx _z pqx _qx pqx _qy pqy _z pqy _qx

pqy _qy

o
rdrdq

ð17Þ
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Kzzz ¼ vFz=vz2, Kzzqx ¼ vFz=vzvqx, Kzqxqy ¼
vFz=vqxvqy, Kqxzqx ¼ vMx=vzvqx, … and so on.
Czzz ¼ vFz=vzvz:, Czzqx ¼ vFz=vzvq:x, Cqxzqy ¼

vMx=vzvq:y, Cqxzz ¼ vMx=vzvz:, … and so on.
A computer program was created to analyze the

performance characteristics and dynamic behavior
of a herringbone-grooved thrust bearing. This pro-
gram uses data provided in Table 1 to perform the
calculations. To solve the complex equations gov-
erning pressure distribution within the bearing
(Equations 1, 7, 8, 13, and 14), the program in-
corporates three numerical techniques, the Gauss-
Seidel iterative technique, the finite difference
method, and the successive over-relaxation tech-
nique. By combining these techniques, the program
can effectively analyze the thrust bearing's perfor-
mance and dynamic coefficients. The following
flowchart shows the solution steps that were fol-
lowed to solve the previous equations to obtain the
dynamic parameters of the herringbone thrust
bearing under study, as shown in Fig. 3. The
computational parameters of the herringbone-
grooved thrust bearing used in the calculations are
listed in Table 3.

3. Results and discussion

In this section, an investigation of the dynamic
behavior of the herringbone-grooved thrust bearing
by analyzing its stiffness and damping properties
was done. An infinitesimal perturbation approach
was applied to the Reynolds equation. This
approach allowed us to calculate the bearing forces
and moments for various levels of misalignment,
fluid film thickness, and rotational speed. The
analysis focused on how these factors influence the
bearing's first-order and second-order dynamic co-
efficients, which are crucial for understanding its
stability and response to external disturbances.

3.1. Validation of the proposed model

To ensure the numerical precision of the model
used in this study, the pressure distribution in a
nondimensional format is calculated and compared
with the findings (Najar & Harmain, 2014) and is
presented in Fig. 4. The outcomes obtained in this
paper exhibit considerable agreement with those of
Najar and Harmain (2014), affirming the validity of
the model proposed herein, as depicted in Fig. 4.
Subsequently, the model is adjusted and converted

Table 3. Herringbone thrust bearing computational parameters.

Design
parameter

Viscosity,
m (N.s/m2)

Groove
depth hg (m)

Nominal
clearance. C [m]

Rotational speed,
n (rpm)

Number of
grooves, N

Inner radius,
ri (m)

Outer radius,
r0 (m)

Value 0.036 1 � 10�5 1 � 10�5 7200 8 2.2 � 10�3 3.6 � 10�3

Fig. 3. A flowchart outlines the steps involved in the numerical analysis.
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to dimensional form to investigate the herringbone-
grooved thrust bearing, shifting the focus from the
inclined pad thrust bearing.

3.2. Force and moments

The analysis of bearing forces and moments in the
herringbone thrust bearing using perturbation
techniques involves studying the effects of minor
displacements and velocities in the steady-state
position. This analysis helps in understanding how
changes in various parameters impact the perfor-
mance of the bearing. In this study, three distinct
approaches were used to apply perturbations: first-
order coefficients, second-order coefficients, and the
Reynolds equation. The first-order coefficients (Fzf,
Mxf, Myf) represent the linear terms, while the sec-
ond-order coefficients (Fzs, Mxs, Mys) capture the
quadratic terms in the perturbation analysis. The
Reynolds equation (FzRe, MxRe, MyRe) is a funda-
mental equation that describes the fluid film
behavior in the bearing, as depicted in Table 4. To
assess the influence of perturbations on the bearing
forces and moments, the fluctuation of these quan-
tities is plotted with respect to the misalignment
angle qx. By varying the perturbation values, the
researchers were able to observe the changes in

bearing performance across different perturbation
levels.
The relationship between bearing axial force Fz

(first column), moment of the x-axis Mx (second
column), and moment of the y-axis My (last column)
is examined in relation to the misalignment angle
qx0 , and is shown in Fig. 5. The study involves three
perturbations from the equilibrium position, as
outlined in Table 4. The results for each perturba-
tion case are presented in rows, with case (a) in the
first row, case (b) in the second row, and case (c) in
the third row. Three different methods are used.
The first method involves integrating the Reynolds
equation, represented by solid lines. The second
method uses first-order coefficients and is depicted
by dashed lines. The third method uses second-
order coefficients and is denoted by dash-dotted
lines.
Results in Fig. 5a and b indicate that at small

perturbations, the forces evaluated through direct
integration are very close to those calculated using
the bearing's linear and nonlinear coefficients.
However, as the perturbation increases, a larger
deviation emerges between the force evaluated
directly from the Reynolds equation and the force
based on the bearing coefficients. Fig. 5c demon-
strates that the force evaluation based on

Fig. 4. Nondimensional pressure distribution in radial and circumferential directions: (a) current model and (b) Najar and Harmain (2014).

Table 4. Displacements and velocities used in perturbation analysis.

Case Dz Dqx Dqy D _z D _qx D _qy

a 1 � 10�4 � C 1 � 10�6 1 � 10�6 1 � 10�4 � u � C 1 � 10�6 � u 1 � 10�6 � u

b 1 � 10�3 � C 1 � 10�5 1 � 10�5 1 � 10�3 � u � C 1 � 10�5 � u 1 � 10�5 � u

c 1 � 10�2 � C 1 � 10�4 1 � 10�4 1 � 10�2 � u � C 1 � 10�4 � u 1 � 10�4 � u
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Fig. 5. Relationship between bearing force and moments with eccentricity ratio at different perturbation values.

Fig. 6. Pressure distribution for aligned HGTB. HGTB, herringbone-
grooved thrust bearing.

Fig. 7. Fluid film distribution for aligned HGTBs. HGTB, herringbone-
grooved thrust bearing.
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the second-order bearing coefficients provides a
better approximation of the nonlinear force
compared with the first-order bearing coefficients
across most of the bearing's operational range.

This indicates that the inclusion of higher order
terms has a more significant impact on the bearing
forces and moments as the perturbation level
rises.

Fig. 8. Pressure distribution for misaligned bearing at qx0 ¼ 0.24 � 10�3 rad.

Fig. 9. First-order dynamic coefficient variation with misalignment angle qx0 .
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3.3. Herringbone-grooved thrust bearing pressure
and film thickness

The herringbone-grooved thrust bearing param-
eters are calculated using the infinitesimal pertur-
bation approach with the assumption of small
perturbations in the displacement and velocity, and
the shaft is assumed to have misalignment qx in x
direction only. The bearing dynamic coefficients
were obtained under various operating conditions,
such as misalignment angle qx0 and rotating speed n.
As indicated in a previous study (Elsayed et al.,
2023), the effect of mesh size on the bearing dynamic

coefficients was examined, revealing that its impact
is negligible for mesh sizes smaller than 30 � 120.
Thus, a mesh size of 30 � 120 was chosen for these
calculations to optimize computational efficiency.
The pressure distribution and film thickness for the
herringbone-aligned bearing are shown in Figs. 6
and 7. Fig. 6 illustrates a uniform pressure distri-
bution over the bearing pad when the misalignment
angle qx is zero, with a maximum pressure value of
9.29 � 105 N/m2. Fig. 7 highlights the film thickness
in the grooved area, with yellow areas indicating the
groove depth, and a maximum film thickness of
2 � 10�5 m.

Fig. 10. Second-order dynamic coefficient variation with misalignment angle qx0 .
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3.4. Effect of misalignment qx0 on bearing
coefficients

The bearing stiffness and damping coefficients
for the herringbone-grooved thrust bearing are
obtained from the integration of the perturbed
pressure equations over the bearing area (Equa-
tions 11, 12, 16, 17). In the first-order analysis, there
are nine stiffness and nine damping coefficients,
and 18 s-order coefficients and 27 damping co-
efficients, of which only nine have values. The
pressure distribution for a misaligned bearing is
shown in Fig. 8, when the shaft is allowed to have a
tilt around the x-axis, which shows nonuniform
pressure distribution around the bearing pad due
to the tilting effect and the largest value of the
pressure is 6.944 � 106 N/m2.
Figs. 9 and 10 show the relationship between the

change in dynamic parameters and the angle of
misalignment of the bearing at C ¼ 1 � 10�5 m,
n ¼ 7200 rpm, and N ¼ 8 grooves, when qx0 changes
from 0 to 0.96 � 10�3 rad. The graphs show the
strength of the bearing's response to various move-
ments (represented by bearing coefficients). Fig. 9

displays the effects of misalignment on the main
stiffness and damping properties (first-order dy-
namic coefficients). Most of these properties become
stronger as the misalignment angle increases.
However, some properties, like [Czqx ¼ Cqxz], remain
constant and Kqyz decrease with the increase in the
misalignment angle until the misalignment angle be
0.48 � 10�3 rad and begins to increase again.
Fig. 10 shows the relationship between the sec-

ond-order bearing dynamic coefficients and the
misalignment angle. Like the first-order coefficients,
most coefficients increase with misalignment. There
are also some coefficients, like [Czzqx ¼ Cqxzz], that do
not change with the angle. Stiffness coefficients Kqyzz

decrease until qx equals 0.42 � 10�3 rad and increase
again; also, Cqxzqy has its smallest value at qx equaling
0.36 � 10�3 rad.

3.5. Effect of rotational speed n on bearing
coefficients

The effect of changing the rotational speed on the
first-order and second-order dynamic coefficients of
a herringbone-grooved thrust bearing was also

Fig. 11. First-order dynamic coefficients variation with rotational speed n.

E.K. Elsayed et al. / Trends in Advanced Science and Technology 1 (2024) 236e250 247



studied when the rotational speed changed from
0 to 10,000 rpm, when all other variables were held
constant (qx0 ¼ 0.24 � 10�3 rad C ¼ 1 � 10�5 m,
n ¼ 7200 rpm, N ¼ 8 grooves), as shown in Figs. 11
and 12. The change of the first-order stiffness and
damping coefficients with rotational speed change is
illustrated in Fig. 11, which shows that as the rota-
tional speed increases, the value of the stiffness
coefficients increases with it, while the damping
coefficients remain almost constant with the change
in rotational speed. It was also found that Czqx ¼
Cqxz; and Kzz and Czz have the largest values, and
Kqyqx and Cqxqy are the smallest among all the co-
efficients. Fig. 12 illustrates the relationship between
the second-order dynamic coefficients (stiffness and
damping) and the rotational speed change. As clear

from the figure, as rotational speed increases, the
stiffness coefficient value increases, and Kzzz is the
largest stiffness coefficients, while
Kqyqxqy ;Kqxqxqy ;Kqxqyqy ;Kqyqyqy are the least valuable
among the stiffness coefficients. The damping co-
efficient value remains approximately constant as
the rotational speed increases and Czzqx ¼ Cqxzz, with
Czzz being the largest value and Cqxzqy the least.

3.6. Conclusions

In this paper, the flow within the fluid film of a
herringbone-grooved thrust bearing between the
runner and the bearing is modeled by numerically
solving the two-dimensional Reynolds equation
using the finite difference method. To calculate the

Fig. 12. Second-order dynamic coefficients variation with rotational speed n.
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forces and moments of the bearing, the infinitesimal
perturbation method is used, introducing a small
angular misalignment in the x-direction. The first-
order and second-order dynamic coefficients are
then evaluated. The study investigates the influence
of misalignment and rotational speed on the dy-
namic coefficients of the bearing. Through the
analysis, several significant conclusions are drawn,
including:

(1) The force and moment calculated using three
different methods (based on the Reynolds
equation, the first-order, and the second-order
coefficients) are nearly identical. This remark-
able similarity serves as an indication of the ac-
curacy and validity of the calculation methods
used in the study. It provides confidence in the
correctness of the chosen approach and re-
inforces the reliability of the obtained results.

(2) When the rotor is aligned, the max pressure is
9.29 bar and when the rotor tilted by
0.24 � 10�3 rad, the max pressure increased to
69.44 bar As themisalignment angle increases, the
pressure also increases, causing an increase in the
load-carrying capacity and bearing coefficients.

(3) The first-order and second-order dynamic co-
efficients increase with the increase in the
misalignment angle, and the misalignment angle
has a more intricate and nonlinear impact on the
bearing coefficients.

(4) The bearing first-order and second-order stiff-
ness coefficients increase linearly with rotational
speed, while the rotational speed does not
impact the damping coefficients.

These conclusions shed light on the behavior and
performance of the herringbone-grooved thrust
bearing under different operating conditions,
providing valuable insights for the design and
optimization of such systems.
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